Guatemalan Government Announces Municipal Elections Scheduled For April 1987 by Tyroler, Deborah
University of New Mexico
UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)
12-16-1987
Guatemalan Government Announces Municipal
Elections Scheduled For April 1987
Deborah Tyroler
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Guatemalan Government Announces Municipal Elections Scheduled For April 1987." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/1167
LADB Article Id:  075644
ISSN:  1089-1560
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 1 of 1
Guatemalan Government Announces Municipal Elections
Scheduled For April 1987
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, December 16, 1987
On Dec. 15, in its official gazette, the Guatemalan government published the formal opening of
preparations for elections scheduled for April 24, 1987, in 272 municipalities. At a press conference,
president of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, Aturo Berbruger, said some 1.3 million Guatemalans
are expected to elect a mayor, two representatives, and between four and five councilpersons in
their respective municipalities. Candidates from 12 legally registered political parties and "civilian
political committees" may enter the races. The upcoming elections involve two "categories" of
municipalities: those with 20,000 to 50,000 inhabitants, and others containing less than 20,000
residents. Elections of officials for these municipalities are to occur every two years. Municipalities
in the first and second "categories" over 100,000 inhabitants, and between 50,000 and 100,000
elect officials on a five-year basis. Elections for president and national legislators occur on the
same day. The ruling Christian Democrat Party (PDC) currently controls 222 of the country's
332 municipalities. In 1986, the PDC won the presidency, vice presidency, and 51 of 100 seats in
the unicameral National Assembly. In the April 1988 elections, the ruling party is expected to be
challenged by the National Union of the Center, the Socialist Democratic Party and the extreme
rightwing Liberation Movement. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 12/15/87)
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